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“Children and teenagers need to read during the summer months to maintain current 
reading levels. Reading just 4-5 books during the summer can prevent a decline in a 

student’s fall reading scores.” ~James Kim, Harvard University 
 

Summer reading expectations: All students at West Ridge Middle School are expected to read this 
summer: books, articles, blogs, magazines, etc. Students are encouraged to read at least one book and 
complete one video book talk using Flipgrid. Flipgrid is a safe and private website (and app) where 
students can create book talk videos and share what they are reading with other West Ridge 
students/staff.  

 
The inspiration for this initiative is best explained by nationally recognized teacher and author, Penny 
Kittle: 

 
“There is a strong correlation between reading regularly for pleasure (any 

reading...really, ANY reading, as long as it’s a habit) and academic success, including 
building vocabulary, an understanding of sentence structure, and an increase in 

stamina for reading harder texts. It is also clear that the more you read, the better you 
write” (Kittle 2014).  

 
Students who participate in this summer challenge will be invited to a special celebration of reading next 
fall. 
 
Need a book recommendation?  
http://wrmslibrary.weebly.com 
www.ala.org/yalsa/products/teenbookfinder 
http://www.literaryhoots.com/2015/08/flowchart-what-books-to-give-middle.html 
  

http://www.literaryhoots.com/2015/08/flowchart-what-books-to-give-middle.html
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/products/teenbookfinder
http://wrmslibrary.weebly.com/


 
 

Book Talk Instructions 
 
First, join the Grade 8 Summer Reading Flipgrid: 
 

iPad app option 
 

1) Download the Flipgrid app from Self Service 

  2) Click on “I am a Student”  

3) Enter grid code wrms8th  

  4) Enter protected grid code wrms8th 

Computer Option 
 

1) Click this link: https://flipgrid.com/wrms8th 

  

 

 2) Enter password: wrms8th 

 

Now, add a booktalk:  
1)  Go to the board and click on the circle.  
2) Next, click the plus sign, and record yourself giving a book talk. Please remember to include these 
elements in your book talk:  

(a) the book (hold up your book);  
(b) book title;  
(c) author;  
(d) a brief summary that doesn’t give away too much; and finally,  
(e) your review and thoughts on the book.  
*Example videos are available to you on the Grade 8 Summer Reading Flipgrid. 

 
 
Have a wonderful summer. Happy reading, and we look forward to seeing you in the fall! 

 
-The Eighth Grade ELA Team 
  
 Ms. Bayona        Ms. Bowerman      Ms. Miller 

https://flipgrid.com/wrms8th

